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This position is presented 
on behalf of the Executive 
Committee of the Government 
of the Northwest Territories 
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Position of the Government of the Northwest Territories 
on the Lancaster Sound Regional Study 


The report of the Environmental Assessment Review Panel, which examined 
the application of Norland Petroleum to drill for oil in Lancaster 
Sound, recommended that the range of possible uses of Lancaster Sound 
should be considered prior to government taking decisions on the 


development of the area. 


What started out as a Lancaster Sound Best Use Survey, and became a 
Lancaster Sound Regional Study, now seems destined to become a Lancaster 


Sound Regional Plan. 


The Bavernuent of the Northwest Territories agrees that there is a 

need for an ongoing and systematic planning process for the development 
of Canada's far North. Decisions made about Lancaster Sound will likely 
determine the nature and degree of control which northerners will have 


over the exploration and extraction of the North's natural resources. 


The territorial government has a direct responsibility to deal with 

the social and economic effects of resource development inthe Lancaster 

Sound region. As the elected government in the Northwest Territories 7 

we also have a responsibility toward the people of the region to assist 

them in coming to terms with the changes which will inevitably accompany 


resource development in the region. 


It is our view that there are two distinct development activities which, 
if they occur, will impact on the people and the ecology of. Lancaster 


Sound. 


There are those activities which are specific to Lancaster Sound 
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itself; for example, the Polaris Mine proposed drilling in prducatnd 

and in Baffin Bay, the setting aside of ecological sites, and so forth; 
and there is a second major development possibility which has to do with 
Lancaster Sound's role as a part of a potentially major shipping route - 
the Northwest Passage. These two distinct "uses" of Lancaster Sound 


pose separate challenges to all levels of government. 


The Government of the Northwest Territories recommends the establish- 
ment of a Lancaster Sound Regional Planning Board under federal legislation 
to work out and implement a plan for the orderly development of the 


natural resources of the region. 


In our view the inter-departmental working group which produced the 
draft green paper - and which presumably will go on to write the final 


version - is not an appropriate body to develop a regional me: 
We take the position that: 


]. The°’Planning Board should be tripartite in nature, having equal 


representation from the federal, territorial and local governments. 


2. The Board should be established under federal authority. Such 
authority should require the Board to give priority to the 
interests of residents of the region in planning the uses of 


Lancaster Sound. 


3. The Board should recommend a regional plan to appropriate Ministers 
of the federal government, and have the necessary authority to 


oversee implementation of the plan. 
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4. Developments which are already taking place in the Lancaster 
Sound region should immediately become subject to the authority 


of the Board. 


5. The Board should be based inthe Northwest Territories and be 
given the necessary resources to carry out a thorough process 


of public consultation. 


The use of Lancaster Sound as a transportation waterway should be 

dealt with separately. Proposals have already been made to transport oi] 
and gas from the Beaufort Sea through the Passage. It seems obvious 

to us that an Authority will have to be established to control and 


regulate shipping in the entire Northwest Passage. 


We take the position that all the parties to the Lancaster Sound 
regional planning process should also be represented on a Northwest 


Passage regulatory authority. 


- There is widespread support in the Lancaster Sound communities for the 
argument that no more large scale resource development projects should 
be started before negotiations on aboriginal rights between ITC and the 
federal government have been concluded. However, we see no harm in 
starting a planning process, provided that the residents of the region 
are included and have an effective say in what should and should not 


happen. 


There must also be provision in the planning process for a future 
government of Nunavut to assume responsibilities which presently fall 


upon the Government of the Northwest Territories. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/positionofgovern0Ounse 


There is no point in hiding the fact that propsects for finding oi] 
and gas are the spur to planning the future of Lancaster Sound. The 
planning process itself must take place within the context of the 
National Energy Plan and in concert with the planning for other 
resource development regions of the Northwest Territories such as 


Beaufort Sea and the Mackenzie Valley. 
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